
National Healthcare Inequalities Improvement Team
Exceptional quality healthcare for all through equitable access, excellent 

experience and optimal outcomes

Contact: england.healthinequalities@nhs.net

A focused approach to

tackling health inequalities
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Healthcare Inequalities: Access to NHS prescribing and exemption 
schemes in England

https://nhsbsa-data-analytics.shinyapps.io/healthcare-inequalities-nhs-prescribing-and-exemption-schemes/?s=09

https://nhsbsa-data-analytics.shinyapps.io/healthcare-inequalities-nhs-prescribing-and-exemption-schemes/?s=09
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The findings from Versus Arthritis’s latest report – Unseen, Unequal and Unfair: 
Chronic Pain in England (PDF, 5.8 MB) – are stark and illustrate the scale of the public 
health crisis.

Chronic pain (defined as pain which has lasted more than 12 weeks despite 
treatment or medication) affects around 15.5 million people – a third of the 
population in England.
Of great concern is that 5.5 million people in England (12% of the population) have 
high-impact chronic pain, the most disabling form which means a person struggles to 
take part in daily activities.

https://www.versusarthritis.org/media/23739/chronic-pain-report-june2021.pdf
https://www.versusarthritis.org/media/23739/chronic-pain-report-june2021.pdf
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Patient safety healthcare inequalities actions 1-4
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Patient safety healthcare inequalities actions 5-7
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Innovation for Healthcare Inequalities Programme (InHIP)

Programme:
• Addressing local healthcare inequalities using the 

Core20PLUS5 approach by supporting systems 

to improve access to innovations (medicines 

and health technologies).

• Projects are designed and led by ICSs, 

supported by their AHSNs. Focus on

• Core20PLUS population, 

• Alignment to one of 5 clinical areas, 

• A NICE-approved innovation.

• Local communities are key to the delivery of the 

programme through a co-design approach.

• Leverages HII and innovation, spread and 

adoption expertise from HIIT, AAC and AHSNN.

Progress:
• 39 projects from 38 ICSs allocated almost £3.9m

• Projects are at varying stages of delivery but are 

mainly establishing teams and governance,  

planning community engagement and establishing 

data collection systems.

• The national team are supporting these activities 

through delivery guidance, measurement 

frameworks, HII educational content, and 

community of practice co-ordination.

Clinical area ICS Funding (£k) Key innovations include

CVD 26 2,526 Lipid management, DOACs

Respiratory 8 797 Asthma biologics, FeNO

Cancer 2 200 Quantitative faecal 

immunochemical tests

Maternity 2 150 PlGF



Evidence into practice 

Healthcare Inequalities Improvement 

Programme Vision: 

Exceptional quality healthcare for

all through equitable access,

excellent experience and optimal

outcomes

https://www.nice.org.uk/about/what-we-do/nice-and-health-inequalities

https://www.nice.org.uk/about/what-we-do/nice-and-health-inequalities
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Pharmacy Integration Programme

• The community pharmacy contractual framework (CPCF) agreement for 2019 – 2024 sets 
out the ambition for developing new clinical services for community pharmacy as part of 
the five-year commitment. The pharmacy integration programme will pilot and evaluate 
these services with the intention of incorporating them into the national framework 
depending on pilot evaluations.

• The GP contract for 2019 – 2024 also set out a plan to develop a “pharmacy connection 
scheme” for community pharmacy.

• Structured medication reviews in PCNs for people with a learning disability, autism or 
both, linking with the STOMP programme;

• The Hypertension Case-Finding Pilot – members of the public over 40 years can have their 
blood pressure checked by the community pharmacy team. For those with high blood 
pressure, they will be offered ambulatory blood pressure monitoring (ABPM) and then, 
where appropriate, referred to their GP

https://www.england.nhs.uk/primary-care/pharmacy/community-pharmacist-consultation-service/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/gp/gpfv/investment/gp-contract/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/learning-disabilities/improving-health/stomp/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/primary-care/pharmacy/pharmacy-integration-fund/nhs-hypertension-case-finding-pilot-in-community-pharmacy/
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FOUNDATIONAL 

TOOLS AND 

SUPPORTS
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• Health Inequalities Futures Platform – Hosts What’s New, Case studies & opportunity for people to 

showcase work they’re doing in the HI space

• National Healthcare Inequalities Improvement Network – Going from strength to strength 

Network and Sharing Learning 

https://future.nhs.uk/InequalitiesImprovement
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