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IV antibiotics – the context

At any point in time, 22% of NHS hospital inpatients are being treated with 
intravenous antibiotics [ESPAUR report 2017].

18 million days of treatment with intravenous antibiotics are dispensed 
in English hospitals each year [Rx-info Define FY2021-22].

Up to 30%  of these days may be unnecessary [Dutey-Magni 2021; PMID: 
34223095].

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34223095/
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Draft – final version coming soon…
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Benefits for patient safety and experience

Timely IVOS is associated 
with reduced probability of 
errors

Timely IVOS reduced 
adverse events by over 10%

Timely IVOS can reduce HCAI, 
including hospital-acquired 
bacteraemia, and antibiotic-
associated diarrhoea

75% of patients preferred 
the oral route for antibiotics



5 |

Benefits for the healthcare system

Opportunity for up to 10% 
reduction in exposure to 
broad-spectrum 
intravenous antimicrobials

Timely IVOS can free up 
nursing time to care

Timely IVOS intervention 
can reduce hospital length-
of-stay

10% reduction in use of 
intravenous doses (replaced by 
oral doses) would save over 
£10 million for the NHS per 
year
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Benefits for the planet
Oral antibiotics have a 
lower carbon footprint
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Scope for improvement



8 |

Creating timely IVOS improvement together

Access resources
Sign up to the AMR Programme FutureNHS

workspace

Share good practice and 
resources

Email  
england.amrprescribingworkstream@nhs.net

https://future.nhs.uk/A_M_R/groupHome

